Business for Women

The Business for Women programme is designed to target the female business leaders of the future and work closely with them to help turn their ideas into reality. Just like you, we are starting small, with grant funding and tailored support for just four female future business leaders based in the King’s Cross area.
More information is available at the website of Centa Business Services www.centa.co.uk 

The Business for Women offer

The Business for Women programme runs from April 2009 to July 2010. If you are successful in your application, the Business for Women programme will work with you to maintain your winning streak by helping you to:
· become more confident about starting your business and being a business owner

· generate a viable business idea by looking at what you are good at, what you enjoy doing, and what gaps are in the market

· understand the difference between a sole trader, a limited company, a partnership and a social enterprise and decide the right business structure for you

· provide answers to questions and concerns you may have about getting your businesses up and running

We will also provide:

· a small grant match funding up to £1000 of your own investment

· free 12 month membership to The Hub – a local venue providing both workspace and networking opportunities with businesses in related fields

· the opportunity to access a range of tailored business support to help start and grow your business

· access to your own personal business advisor who will help you develop your business plan and get your business off the ground

· quarterly business breakfasts with other candidates on the programme

· access to a high quality event space for one event in the year
Who are we looking for?

To qualify for support from the Business for Women programme you will either have started your business in the eighteen months prior to April 2009 or be just about to start your business.

Although your business may not be exclusively focused in the King’s Cross and wider Camden area, you must be able to demonstrate that you intend to base your business in King’s Cross and start/grow your business in the area. You must be passionate about your business idea and willing to go the extra mile to turn your idea into a successful and sustainable business.
The Business for Women Timeline

	April 2009
	Business for Women grant and business support scheme promoted via grass roots networks, brochure, website and referral network.

	By Friday 12 June
	Interest forms completed by clients and returned to Centa Business Services with supporting documentation. If application meets the Grant criteria, Centa will contact the client to make an appointment with an adviser.

	By Friday 26 June
	Clients’ details passed to a dedicated adviser to undertake eligibility check, Credit check and Diagnostic or Business Plan Review. Client and adviser to work together in order to make application and plan panel ready.

	By Friday 3 July
	Centa sends 10 pre-selected business plans to representatives of the project partners Herbert Smith LLP and King’s Cross Central.

Unsuccessful applicants are offered ongoing support via Centa’s core service.

	By Wednesday 8 July
	Business plans are reviewed before sending to judging panel members.

	By end of July
	Panel Review will take place comprising judges from each of the project partners.

	By end of July
	Four successful businesses are selected. Discussions begin on identifying core needs and next steps.

	August/September
	Business for Women launch breakfast with successful entrepreneurs.


For more information on the application process contact:

Lucan Richards

Centa Business Services

T 0207 278 5757

E lrichards@centa.co.uk

Application form

Please complete all sections in BLOCK CAPITALS.

Please answer all questions.
Candidates will be judged primarily on the basis of their business plan, which will be prepared with guidance from advisers at Centa Business Services.  A draft outline business plan must be attached to this application.  The deadline for receipt of the application and outline business plan is Friday 12 June.
Candidates who meet the grant funding criteria will be appointed a Centa Business Adviser to work with them to make their outline business plan panel-ready.  A shortlist of candidates will be drawn on the basis of the quality of their business plan to appear at the panel review where we will select our final four candidates.
If you have any queries about the application process, please contact Lucan Richards as soon as possible on 0207 278 5757 or lrichards@centa.co.uk.

	1. Section A – Applicant – details

	Title 
	First Name
	Last Name

	Address

	City
	Postcode

	Date of birth
	Phone

	Fax 
	Email


	2. Partner/Director name(s)

	Title 
	First Name
	Last Name

	Address

	City
	Postcode

	Date of birth
	Phone


	3.  What is your ethnic group

	A I am White

(a) British

(b) Irish

(c) Any other White background
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Please state

	B I am Mixed

(a) White and Black Caribbean

(b) White and Black African

(c) White and Asian

(d) Any other Mixed background
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Please state

	C I am Asian or Asian British
(a) Indian

(b) Pakistani

(c) Bangladeshi

(d) Any other Asian or Asian British background
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Please state

	C I am Black or Black British
(a) Caribbean

(b) African

(c) Any other Black or Black British background
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Please state

	D I am Chinese or Other Ethnic Group
(a) Chinese
(b) Any other ethnic group
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Please state


	3. Disability

	Under the definition in the 1995 Disability Discrimination Act, do you consider yourself to be disabled? (A physical o rmental

impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on the ability to carry out day to day activities)

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	4. Business Details

	Name of business

	Address

	Postcode

	Phone
	Fax

	Email

	Is/will your business be located in the Kings Cross/Camden area?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	When did/will your business commence trading?
	
	

	How many people does your business currently employ (including yourself/partners or directors)?

	Full time  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Part time  FORMCHECKBOX 


	What is the nature of your business?




	Section B. Grant Details


	1. How much do you wish to apply for?
	£

	2. Summary of items for which grant is sought


	

	3. What is the estimated overall start-up cost
	£

	4. What is your contribution to the overall cost
	£

	5. Other funding


	

	Have any other grants or loans from other sources been awarded for the works outlined in section B?

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	If yes, please give details:

	Source of funding
	Amount applied for
	Type of funding

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Are you or any (proposed) partners, members or directors undischarged bankrupts?

(Please note an official credit reference check will be made prior to any grant support being awarded to you. If you are aware of any adverse information that may be revealed, you may wish to attach a note explaining the circumstances. The information, which you provide, may be disclosed to a licensed credit reference agency, which will retain a record of your search. Other lenders in assessing applications from you and other members of your household and for occasional debt tracing and fraud prevention may use it.)

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	NB Evidence of match funding will be required. This can take the form of in-kind contributions ie, plant and machinery.


	6. Business bank name

	Address

	Postcode

	Business Account Number
	Sort code

	Are you subject to any employment restrictions within the UK?
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	If yes, please give details


	
	


	Declaration

	I confirm that the information on this application form and the supporting information enclosed is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.

	Signature

	Print name

	Date

	You will need to produce the following original documents at the initial meeting:

· Photo driving License or a current passport

· Current utility bill or bank statement less than 3 months old confirming residential address

· Self credit search report from Equifax or Experian

	A draft outline business plan will also need to be provided and include the following:

· Product/service description

· Market research and marketing/sales strategy

· Management/operations

· Assessment of risks

· Financial information and projections for the first year of trading, including all sources of finance
Should you be successful in moving through to the second stage, a Centa Business Adviser will work with you to prepare a final business plan for submission to the judging panel.

	Please return to:

Lucan Richards

Centa Business Services

61 Birkenhead Street

London WC1H 8BB

T 020 7278 5757
E lrichards@centa.co.uk








� Please note the grant will not be paid in one lump sum. Successful candidates will be reimbursed for legitimate business expenses upon production of valid receipts to Centa Business Services
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